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Issues Involving Child Support 

By Mark B _ Baer 

S
INeE 1960, THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
A'ri ulwfe ( A) has een ~ ssign d lO provide 
eslilllal of ex p ndilu re. 011 l hildren from bi rth 

thfuugh th ag or 17_ Th se xp Ilditures COnsIst of the 
fa ll \Ilg cat egones: housing, I (lei , Ir:ms[ onmion , clo thing. 
health r , child car , educauon and mis -el lane us xpe llses 
It - import;:mt to nl le that th re porl onl y Lu vers LhroLlTh 
the age of 17 I cLause parents do not . lOp llpp rting their 
children nee they rea h Lh Of of L7_ tIl uLher \ ord_, pe pi 
hauld 'peel Lhat hildren will aCLu:.tUy l st lhem more than 

whal LS et onh by lh 
Ac [ding l the A report en tit led , "Expenditu r 

on Child ren by Families , 20 9," kIn 2009. tirnated annual 
average expenses on the younger child in two-child . husband­
wi~ families increa ed as incom level r . Depcn ling )n ag~ 
of the child, annual expenses ranged from $ ,330 to $9,450 
for families with a before-tax income less than $5b,670 , from 
$11,650 to $13,530 for families with a before-tax income 
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b tw en $56. 70 :md $98,120, and from $ 1 Y, til to 23 ,180 
[o r bmilies wIlli .a 1efore-lax il'1.Ctlt1l murr tha n $9 ,12 

n <'lverage, hlluschok in Ih klWesl income g r up . pent 
2 per CHt or their be or -tax in orne n:1 chdd ; those in III 
middl -income group, j 0 [ crcenL; and lhose in the highest 
group, 12 perc:enL. Th range r garding these p r emages 
would b narr 1\ver If after-l ax income wer n m sid r d. " 

"Compared with xp l1 cltlures on <llh (.· hill in a two­
child . hu band-wife family. 'xw nclilures y husb< ncl-wif 
housch.a lds wilh ne ·hild axe l r pe r ent III re on the 
single hild and 'P nd ltur - by h lusc.ho ld with thr e or 
mar I iJ d ren average 22 perc nt I ss n each child ." 

Tahng [nllat i n Into account. it i.s estima ted that to raise 
:1 child ba m in 2009 LO age 17, It will ost th lowesL income 
group $105, 60 , the mid dle income: 'oup $286,050 ;ll1d the 
highest in orne group $+75 .6 0 

'For hus band-v ' re fam ities \ViLh one child , SOA 
estimat . 27 P rcenL of lOlal fa mily exp nd iru res are spent on 
the child; for twO lhildrt'l1 . 41 p rc nL ; and fo r three chtldren, 
48 percent." 

"In 1960, average expenditures on a child in a middle­
income, husband-wi.fe famil y amounted to $25,229, 
or $182,857 in 2009 dollars. By 2009, these estimated 
expenditures climbed 22 percent in real Le.rms to $222 , 60 
(assuming a family had child care and education expenses on 
a child)" 

Family Size and Income Correlation 
As set forth by Jason M. Lindo in his September 24,2008 
study for the University of California, Davis, entitled, "Are 
Children Really Inferior Goods7 Evidence from Displacement­
Driven Income Shocks": 

"Cross-sectional evidence uggesls that family size and 
income are negatively correlated ," in that Lower 
income families rend to have more children than do 
higher income families. 

Rather than getting caught up on this inverse correlation 
and the fact that those havi.ng most of the children can least 
afford it, it should be noted that those in the lowest income 
group are effectively keeping themselves in thar group by 
having children they can ill afford to support. How does one 
expect to improve their economic station if they burden them­
selves with expenses that prevent them from saving money and 
actually cause them to live beyond their economic means7 

Rather than taking responSibility for poor financial 
decisions (having children they cannot afford), people tend to 
blame others for their circumstances. As stated by Lindo in his 
study, research shows that "a household nOL nly chooses how 
many children to have , but also when to have them." 
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J ' ddy, lhi _ does naLapply to all 
in CClJll gr ups because olherwis Lh .re 
would n 1 b an inverse correlation 
between famil>' Slze and income. 
N ve rth eless, o r those who are in Ler t d 
in j' nowing how many child ren th y 
can affo rd , if any, the United SlaLes 
D panm nt o f AgriculLUr has dev loped 
a "US OSt of Rai sing a Child 

alc.ula lO r. H 

Children Are Expensive 
Paren Lyp ica lly say that thelr children 

mean more t them Lhan an thing Ise. 


ns idering the ost of ra ising a child , 

ne would e rLainly hop lhis s tatement 

to b rme. However, what parents se.em 
to fo rget when they are divorcing r their 
relal i nship is end lllg is that hildren ar 
xp nsi e. 

Sine most parents n ever u ed th 
U DA Calculat r, they neve r reall 
though t about the cost of their children. 
It is only when the relationship comes to 
an nd thal lh parents have to deal with 
the issLt of child upport . 

hild support is the payment 
by one parent to the other for the 
support of the child/children of their 
relationship The bw requires that the 
amount of child support be determined 
in accordance with a guideline . Child 
support calculations take into account 
the respective gross incomes of the 
parents, tax deductible expenses and the 
percentage of time that each parent has 
the children, among other things. 

Lets consider the following factors 
to calcu late child support for a divorcing 
famil y: 

• 	Father's gross monthly income is 
$4,500 

• Mothers gross monthly income is 
$3,500 

• 	There are 3 minor children 
involved, ages 3, 5 and 7 

• Father has the children 25 percent 
of the time 

• Father files his taxes as single 
• 	}.Ilother files her taxes as head of 

household 
• Mother spends $600 a month on 

child care 

For the above example, no other 
fa ctors exist for purposes of calculating 
gUideline child support . The father in 
this case would be ordered to pay the 
mother guideline child support in the 
sum of $1,310 per month and he would 
be left w ith net spendable income of 
only $2 ,019 per month. After taking into 
account the child support she receives, 
the mother would have monthly net 
spendable income of $4,765 

WIt 5 ba "r9 

In 'ariab ly, falher wou ld complain 
thal t.he laws are u nfair and Lhllt he 
annot aIT rd LO pay Lha[ amount of ch ild 

support He may also b e troub led by 
[he fact that the mOlher is not obligated 
to account fo r he r use of that money 
The father might refuse to purchase 
clothing and other basic necessities for 
the children because he is paying child 
support to the mother. 

However, \,vhat the parents have not 
cons idered is that according to the SD 
Calculator, the estimated annual cost of 
those three children is $29 ,492 and he 
is paying the mother $15,720 per year 
in child upport , wh ich is $1 ,772 less 
than the estimated annual cost o f raisi ng 
those childre n . The child sUppOrt that. 
he pays to the mother ba ically equaltze.s 
the fact that sh has t he children 75 
per ent o f the tim and tht:refore incurs 
75 percent of their cost. Father still has 
the children 25 percenL of the time and 
has costs assoClated with his time with 
them. Both parents struggle to support 
the children , one thinking he is paying 
too much in support and the other that 
she is receiving too little in support. In 
reality, the only reason the couple was 
able to afford the three children while 
still together (assuming that they could 
afford the three children) is because they 
only had one household to support. 

According to the USDA's report , "As a 
proportion of total child-rearing expenses, 
housing accounted for the largest share 
across income groups, comprising 31 to 
35 percent of total expenses on a child 
in a two-child , husband-wife family For 
families in the middle-income group, 
child care/education (for those with the 
expense) and fo od were the next largest 
average expenditures on a child , account­
ing for 17 and 16 percent of child-rearing 
expenses, respectively." 

In determining hOUSing expenses, 
the USDA takes into account the average 
cost of additional bedrooms needed to 
accommodate the children. Considering 
the number of marriages that end in 
divorce, it might be a good idea if more 
couples considered the financial costs 
associated with children before actually 
having them .~ 

Marh B. Baa has a family law and estate 
planning practice in Pasadena. He has a 
regular column in the 
San Gabriel Valley 
Psychological Associa­
tion's Newsletter, which 
was honored by the 
California Psychologi­
cal Association. He can 
be reached at (626) 
389-8929 or Mark@ 
marhbaeresq. com. 
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